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Engineered For Performance

CALL FOR INFORMATION AND A DISTRIBUTOR NEAR YOU!

• Two center structural columns offer increased stability and 
superior strength

• Advanced contouring connections
• Latching mechanism allows for quick installation
• Four-foot chamber lengths are easy to handle and install
• Supports wheel loads of 16,000 lbs/axle with 12” of cover

The ATL system is a sand-lined treatment
 and dispersal leachfield system 
consisting of 6 components.

• Produces Class 1 (EPA secondary) 
  treated effluent
• A passive advanced leachfield treatment  

– no moving parts or power required
• Modules are quick and easy to install
• Shallow system maximizes site suitability and reduces 

amount of sand fill required

• Easy to Assemble
• No Tools or Adhesive
• Watertight – Gasketed 

Connection
• Nest Together for Efficient 

Shipping
• Available in 2, 6 and 12 Inch 

Heights
• Strong, Durable, Polypropylene 

Construction

Click and Lock Riser 
Technology
Create an easy-to-assemble 
watertight riser system for septic 
tanks, pump tanks, and cisterns. 
Click and lock system eliminates 
the need for assembly tools. 

Angel Mustin, Area Sales Representative
(251) 359-4670

Alan Nipp, Regional Sales Leader
 (205) 233-1658

SNAP
• Strong injection molded polypropylene  construction
• Lightweight plastic construction and  inboard lifting lugs 

allow for easy  delivery and handling
• Structurally  

reinforced  
access ports   
eliminate  
distortion  
during  
installation 
and pump-outs

• Reinforced  
structural ribbing and fiberglass bulkheads offer additional  
strength

• Can be installed with 6” to 48”  of cover
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From the President
From the AOWA President

Alan Astin
AOWA President

It’s truly a pleasure to serve a second term as the AOWA President.  
It’s been a busy 2019 thus far.  

In March we hosted the 2019 AOWA Trade Show in Orange Beach, 
Alabama, where we saw over 260 in attendance.  Thank you to the 
Orange Beach Event Center for hosting our group.  It was a great 
location, providing ample space for exhibitors, educational sessions, 
and attendees.  Thank you to our exhibitors and sponsors for your 
commitment and continued support of AOWA.  Also, a big thank you 
to our members.  We couldn’t do all we do without YOU!  We hope to 
determine our 2020 location very soon. 

I’m excited to announce we received a number of impressive 
scholarship applications, and after careful review, have selected and 
offered scholarships to five well-deserving individuals. You can read 
more about the recipients on page.

Helping Hands Across Alabama, the program replacing the TRAC 
program, completed its first project April 16 in Monroe County.  
Moving forward, we are looking forward to hosting events in our 
various districts in support of this program.

Tornado relief efforts are under way in Lee County.  To date we have 
raised $3,630 for the Disaster Assistance Relief Program.  We will 
continue to provide updates as we work to assist in repairing the 
damage caused by the storm.  If you would like to make a donation, 
please visit www.aowainfo.org. 

Don’t forget to check the website for upcoming educational classes 
being offered through the remainder of 2019. 

Again, thank you all for your efforts in keeping the AOWA a 
successful, supportive association for its members and others in the 
Onsite Septic System Industry. 

Looking forward to another great year!

Alan

Does the AOWA have 
your email address? 

Please call:  
(334) 396-3434  
or email:  
aburns@asginfo.net  
to update your contact 
information.

Keep up to date on 
AOWA planning and 
activities – 

Minutes from AOWA 
Board meetings are now 
posted on the web site!

www.aowainfo.org  



AOWA news  |  Spring 2019   5



6   AOWA news  |  Spring 2019

Mickey Mustin, a native of Indiana, was raised on 
the philosophy “Life is Work”.  

After moving to the Florida Keys as a young boy, he 
soon realized his dream of becoming a fisherman.  
One day he approached a local fisherman in hopes 
of learning more about the trade. Unfortunately, to 
his dismay, the gentleman quickly turned him away. 
“I can’t teach you that stuff son”, the old fisherman 
said. “You could one day be my competition.”  It 
was then that Mickey 
made a promise to 
himself to always share 
his knowledge with 
others, regardless of the 
circumstances.  This is a 
promise he has remained 
true to.  

After serving in the Navy 
Reserves for nearly 
23 years, two of those 
years spent stationed 
in Puerto Rico after 
911, Mickey decided it 
was time to move on 
from the military.  “One 
thing I liked about the 
military’s mindset is they 
want you to be trained 
in everyone’s job. That 
way when someone 
leaves or is promoted, 
there’s someone already 
in place to take over for 
them,” Mickey said.  He 
applied that mindset 
to his professional life 
even after his time in the 
military.  

Years later, Mickey was working at a state prison in 
Atmore, Alabama when he felt that nagging need 
for change again.  He decided to buy a backhoe 
just for fun to use on his property; little did he know 
this purchase would be the start of a new life for 
him.  One day a friend of his suggested he get into 
the septic tank business; and ultimately, he did just 
that.  

It didn’t take long for Mickey to throw himself once 
again into another trade.  He took the necessary 
classes and received his Pumper and Advanced 
Installer, Level 2 licenses. It seemed like he had all 
the necessary tools to run a successful business; 
however, there was a key factor he was missing.  
He would soon realize he needed proper training 
out in the field as well to learn everything he 
needed to know.  

It was then that 
Mickey went to the 
Baldwin County Health 
Department requesting 
guidance on best 
practices in the field. 
“The classes help a 
lot”, Mickey stated, “but 
they don’t give you that 
hands-on experience 
you need out in the 
field.” Luckily, the health 
department was willing 
to aid Mickey through this 
process.  Representatives 
were willing to assist 
Mickey with any 
questions or problems 
that arose along the way.  
This was the birth of B&M 
Septic Tank Service, now 
in its 16th year of business.  

Life is Work

Mickey Mustin
Owner, B&M Septic 
Tank Services

Pictured here is a newly 
installed infiltrator field line with 
a 12-inch chamber. 
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It wasn’t always an easy road.  Mickey ran into 
obstacles along the way just as any business owner 
would.  He accounts of the time he contacted his 
local municipality to request approval to dump. 
He was immediately refused and was left unsure 
where to turn for help.  The closest place to dump, 
other than this location, was over an hour away.  It 
was then that Mickey heard about the AOWA.  He 
immediately contacted then Executive Director, 
Dave Roll, to explain his situation.  Dave made a few 
calls and in no time, Mickey was approved to dump 
in that area. “At that moment I knew the AOWA 
was something I wanted to be a part of”, Mickey 
noted.  “Dave lobbied for me, much like others 
in the association, and I never forgot it.” Mickey 
then joined the association and has been a valued 
member since.  

Now he had the licenses, the knowledge, and the 
flourishing business. What else could he want?  It 
wasn’t long before Mickey’s fair and honest nature 
as a businessman spread to others in the industry.  
Three years ago, he was contacted by an engineer 
in Texas with a job opportunity overseas.  Mickey 
took his skills, and his crew, to Anguilla and St. 
John’s, where they embarked on two lengthy jobs 
installing septic tanks at local resorts.  This was 
another experience he would never forget.  

Mickey has always taken the time to stay up-to-
date on industry trends and enjoys traveling to 
various trade shows in the southeast.  He is married 
to Angela (Angel) Mustin, and has one son and 
one daughter.  Though he’s traveled the world and 
experienced more than most, he has no plans to 
retire any time soon.  “I’ll probably work until I die”, 
Mickey stated. “That’s all I’ve ever known is work.”  
Though he enjoys hunting, fishing, and visiting 
the casino, Mickey’s true passion lies right in his 
backyard, on the 30 acres he calls home and his 
place of business in Perdido, Alabama.  Mickey 
couldn’t be more appreciative of the AOWA and the 
benefits he has received 
by being a long-standing 
member.  “It’s like a 
brotherhood”, Mickey 
claimed. “You know 
they are fighting for the 
industry as a whole; not 
just for one person.” One 
thing is certain, Mickey is 
lucky to have the AOWA, 
and the AOWA is lucky to 
have him. 

Pictured here is a drip irrigation system installed by B&M Septic Tank System. 



8   AOWA news  |  Spring 2019

Helping Hands Across Alabama  
Visits Monroe County 

Helping Hands Across Alabama (HHAA), formerly 
known as the Technical Review Advisory 
Committee (TRAC), recently completed its first 
project April 16 in Monroe County. The HHAA 
committee, comprised of Chris Gulley (Chairman), 
Marc Geiger, Roger Youngblood, and Melissa Hines, 
assisted with the completion of this project.  

Robert and Mattie Smith have been married for 
38 years and have raised four children – Jasper, 
Vishunda, Shatisha and Travorius.  Travorius is 
disabled and currently lives at home, with Mrs. 
Smith being his primary caregiver.  Mr. Smith 
has cancer; and therefore, most of the family’s 
resources are used commuting to and from UAB 
hospital in Birmingham.  For 33 years, the Smiths 
have lived at their home in Monroeville without a 
septic tank.  Because they are on a fixed income, 
they were never able to take this expense into 
consideration before. 

Several months ago, the family was notified they 
would be required to have a septic tank installed.  
The Smiths explored every avenue possible in 
seeking the funds to cover this expense.  It was 
then that the Local Health Department informed 
them of Helping Hands Across Alabama.  Mrs. 
Smith contacted the AOWA regarding the program 
and completed the application.  After a site visit, the 
HHAA committee approved the Smith’s application 
and the project was put in motion. 

Although HHAA maintains a working budget, most 
of the materials and labor are donated throughout 
the industry.  Those contributors are offered 
continuing education hours for their donation.  
There were several installers involved in the Smith 
project.  Mr. Melvin Hetherington and Mr. Jermaine 
Hetherington, both of Monroe County, participated 
in the project.  Mr. Mike Lanier, of Evergreen 
Concrete, donated the 1,000-gallon septic tank.  
Infiltrator Systems donated the chamber and were 
onsite offering assistance.  Mr. Bryan Connell, 
AOWA District Rep for Monroe County, and his 

Helping Hands Across Alabama

Pictured from left to right:  Jermaine Hetherington, Melvin Hetherington, Mr. Robert Smith, Mrs. Mattie Smith, Cindi Connell, 
Bryan Connell, and Zane Mack.
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wife Cindi were onsite as well, providing lunch for 
everyone.  The Local Health Department was also 
onsite to inspect and approve the system.

The permit called for a conventional system to be 
installed with 240 linear feet (720 square feet) of 
Chamber-Infiltrator-Quick 4 Plus LP, installed in 
a 36-inch-wide trench at a depth of 22-30 inches 
below original ground. Level header.  

To say thank you for everything that went into this 
project, the Smiths raised $200 and donated it back 
to HHAA.  

About HHAA - The Mission of HHAA is to provide 
or make repairs to Onsite sewage systems giving 
individuals a better quality of life. This program 
is intended for families, individuals, the disabled, 
wounded warriors and others with a financial need 
or living below the poverty level. 

All installations of systems and/or repairs of 
existing systems shall be approved by the Local 
Health Department and shall be completed per 
the ADPH Onsite sewage rules.  System products 
used for the installations as well as installation of 
systems are provided courtesy of companies of the 
onsite sewage industry and licensed individuals 
trained and bonded through the Alabama Onsite 
Wastewater Board.

Helping Hands volunteers installing the Smith’s septic tank system. 

Advertise with AOWA news
The AOWA news magazine is a quarterly publication serving the members of the Alabama Onsite 

Wastewater Association.  This publication serves the Onsite Wastewater Industry by providing new and 

exciting information to those working in the field.  We strive to give our readers something to talk about.

We offer stimulating articles, up-to-date news, current happenings in the industry, and helpful 

advertisements.  Advertising in AOWA news gives you great exposure to possible new clients and 

customers while keeping your business’ name on the tips of the consumers tongues.

Call (334) 396-3434 for more information
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Hello Out There!  I trust this finds 
you all off to a successful start to 
springtime!  

After another truly wet winter 
you are no doubt working at a 
frenzied pace to catch up on 
your workload.  We recently 
kicked off the new year with 
the 32nd Annual Trade Show in 
Orange Beach, Alabama.  I would 
like to take a moment to thank 
everyone involved in making the 
event a rousing success!  The 
Board of Directors, the ASG staff, 
our speakers and exhibitors all 
did an outstanding job to help 
make it happen, and the Orange 
Beach Event Center was a really 
great venue with wonderful 
staff of their own.  We will look 
forward to returning to the gulf 
coast again in the future.  For 
next year, look for the trade 
show to be hosted somewhere 
in north Alabama as we try to 
bring the event to all parts of the 
state in the future.

As we look forward to the 
remainder of 2019, be on the 
lookout for training opportunities, 
both at the Training Center in 
Livingston and across the state.  
We will visit many of the usual 
stops, and a new one as well.  
Our first continuing education 
class of the summer will be 
held at Lakepoint State Park in 
Eufaula.  It will be our first visit 

to this location and our first stop 
in east central Alabama since 
the last Auburn Conference 
back in 2015.  That class will 
take place July 9-10, which falls 
on a Tuesday-Wednesday as 
opposed to our usual Thursday-
Friday routine.  This is simply 
because we could not book the 
venue on a Thursday-Friday this 
year, so please keep that in mind 
when registering.

In addition to our lineup of 
licensing classes at the Training 
Center in Livingston, we will 
make our customary fall stops 
at Lake Guntersville State Park 
in September and Joe Wheeler 
State Park in November.  We 
will also look to add some field 
training classes as opportunities 
arise, and if you are an AOWA 
member you may want to 
contact board member Chris 
Gulley to see about an AOWA 
Helping Hands project in your 
area.  The Helping Hands Across 
Alabama program is replacing 
the old TRAC program.  Contact 
Chris, the Association office, or 
myself for details on approving 
and implementing a Helping 
Hands project in your area. 

The Association has also 
established the Disaster 
Victim Relief fund in an effort 
to help provide onsite repairs 
and system replacements for 

those who are affected by 
natural disasters, which are 
unfortunately all too common 
in our corner of the world.  This 
was born out of the recent 
tornado outbreak in Lee County, 
but is established to help any 
Alabamians who are affected.  
Please donate to the fund.  You 
can donate on our website 
homepage at aowainfo.org.  
Contact a Board member or 
the Association office for more 
details.

As always, I look forward to 
seeing you out on the road this 
year.  Don’t hesitate to contact 
me if you any training-related 
questions or other issues.  Have 
a safe and bountiful spring!

All the Best,

Allen

Let’s Talk Training

Allen Tartt
AOWA Training Director
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Prevent a tragedy by offering septic tank and grease trap safety devices to your customers. Safety
devices are incredibly inexpensive and come in a variety of designs to meet any situation and budget.
Many states require a safety device to prevent accidental entry into a septic environment, but you don’t
need to wait until it’s mandated! Even if your state doesn’t require this yet, make this a valuable addition
to every installation or service you do. Your customers will thank you for considering their safety first!

Visit our web site for our complete line of more than 200 onsite wastewater & drainage products.
www.polylok.com / 1-877-765-9565

PROMOTE SAFETY!

Most precasters or plumbing supply houses offer some form of a safety device. If you don’t see what you need, ask!
We, in the industry, are all committed to preventing another tragedy.

Safety devices are available to meet any application. Common devices include:

  • Safety screens that are installed inside the tank and prevent entry if
       the cover is removed or damaged.

 • Concrete safety plugs are placed inside the tank and prevent access.

 • Lid-Loks are locked, metal bands installed around the cover that require
       a key for entry.
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2019 TRADE SHOW HIGHLIGHTS
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2019 TRADE SHOW SPONSORS
PLATINUM LEVEL

SILVER LEVEL

BRONZE LEVEL

AZ PUMPING

DAVIS  
CONCRETE

Eljen Corporation   |   Lely Tank & Waste Solutions   |   Polylock   |   Starr Insurance Group, LLC

2019 TRADE SHOW EXHIBITORS

 X A.H. Deveney & 
Company

 X Advanced 
Drainage Systems, 
Inc.

 X Amthor 
International

 X Anua

 X BioMicrobics, Inc.

 X Clearstream 
Wastewater 
Systems

 X Eljen Corporation

 X Engine & 
Accessory, Inc.

 X Go For Digger

 X Heavy Machines 
Inc.

 X Infiltrator Water 
Technologies

 X J.H. Wright & 
Associates

 X Lely Tank & Waste 
Solutions

 X Liquitube 
Marketing 
International

 X Morrow Water 
Technologies

 X PAC-MAC Vacuum 
by Hol-Mac 
Corporation

 X Palomar Insurance

 X Polylok

 X Presby 
Environmental

 X Satellite Industries

 X Southern Pipe & 
Supply

 X Starr Insurance 
Group, LLC

 X Stepros LLC

 X Tuf-Tite, Inc.

 X Wholesale Pump 
& Supply

 X Williams & 
Associates
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Half Page Color - Mitchell Concrete

                                                  

 

                                                                                                                                                                               

                   

Provides superior quality septic system installation, 
repairs, and maintenance for commercial and 

residential properties in Alabama.  

Shane Duncan 
334-561-3864 

kessenvironmental@gmail.com 
kessenvironmental.com 

 
 

Pike Road, AL  36064 
P.O. Box 64064 

 
 

KESS Environmental Services LLC 
Licensed, Insured, & Bonded 

July 9-10, 2019  
Lakepoint State Park 

Eufaula, AL

September 26-27, 2019  
Lake Guntersville St.Park 

Guntersville, AL

November 21-22, 2019  
Joe Wheeler State Park 

Rogersville, AL

UPCOMING  

AOWA  
Continuing 
Education  

Courses
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Disaster Victim Assistance Program  
 
 

 
 
The Alabama Onsite Wastewater Association (AOWA) has announced a new program to provide 
assistance to the tornado victims in Lee County and other areas of Alabama in their recovery 
and rebuilding efforts with on-site sewerage systems replacements and repairs.  The 
association will also be matching cash contributions made to the assistance program up to a 
total of $5,000.  In addition to financial contributions, AOWA will be coordinating support and 
assistance from contractors, suppliers and manufacturers across the industry to donate 
equipment, products and installation services.   
 
Alan Astin, AOWA President noted while this first effort is focused on the destruction in Lee 
County, this is a Disaster Victim Assistance Program, to help people in distress, whether it is 
flooding, hurricane, tornado or other natural disasters.  Astin said, “Many times emergency 
relief or insurance may not cover a septic or sewerage system.  After seeing the destruction in 
Lee County in March of 2019, our AOWA members realized we can make a difference in 
people’s lives when disaster strikes.  We are committed to help these victims wherever we 
can.”      
 
According to Marc Geiger, AOWA Disaster Victim Assistance Program Chairman individuals 
needing assistance with the repair or replacement of their septic system due to damage from a 
disaster can fill out a request on line at www.aowainfo.org or contact the AOWA office at 334-
396-3434 or email aburns@asginfo.net.    
 
Geiger said, “We need all Alabama licensed installers and members of our industry to support 
this program.  Anyone can help with this effort through a financial contribution to the fund or 
offer of services.  We need contractors to help coordinate the actual repair or replacement of 
systems.  It is heart breaking to see the devastation and destruction our fellow citizens have 
suffered.  We want to help ease the pain just a little.” 
 
To make a financial contribution contact the AOWA office at 334-396-3434.  Donations can also 
be sent to the AOWA Office directly. Thank you for your assistance.   
 

Alabama Onsite Wastewater Association 
P.O. Box 10 

Lanett, AL 36863 
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Spring has sprung!

I hope this finds you licensees 
busy!  I want to take this 
opportunity to say KUDOS to 
the AOWA for an awesome 
trade show held in Orange 
Beach, Alabama in March.  I am 
confident the 2020 show will be 
even better!  Thank you AOWA 
for all you have done for the 
licensees.  I have had several 
comments on what a great time 
was had!  Below are some items 
to bring to your attention from 
the Alabama Onsite Wastewater 
Board. 

PUMPER INSPECTION 
PROGRAM

Remember the poll back 
in November regarding the 
inspection of septic tanks?  
The committee has made the 
decision not to create a license.  
The committee has decided; 
however, to create a set of 
standards for the inspection of 
septic tanks and is in the process 
of creating a form for licensees 
to use.  We received a good bit 
of feedback at the trade show, 
along with several emails and 
phone calls.  We hope to present 
the standards to the board on 
April 25, 2019 and have those 
standards and forms on our 
website no later than June 1, 
2019.

SADIE GRACE ANDREWS ACT

Please familiarize yourself with 
the Sadie Grace Andrews Act.  
This act was made into a law 
to require all grease traps to 
have locking lids.  The AOWB is 
considering legislation to require 
septic tanks to have locking lids 
or use of the mechanism inside 
the tank that would stop a child 
or animal from falling in (even 
though a tank should always be 
covered).  More information to 
come.

DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES

I would like to explain the 
disciplinary process to you all 
for clarification.  Please note 
that 90% of our complaints 
come in from the Local Health 
Departments.  Once a complaint 
is received, it is logged in our 
database.  I write a letter or 
email to the respondent about 
the complaint and ask them to 
respond in writing (meanwhile 
the investigation has begun 
gathering facts).  The AOWB has 
a Probable Cause Committee.  
The committee consists of 
the board’s attorney, a board 
member, the executive director 
and the investigator.  The 
committee reviews all material 
relevant to the complaint to 
determine if any violations have 
occurred.  Once the committee 
finds probable cause, the 

executive director sends a notice 
of administrative complaint 
along with a scheduled hearing 
date.  What happens on 
Hearing Day?  The AOWB is 
represented by its attorney, Mr. 
Beau Cooper.  The respondent 
may represent him/herself, or 
they may have representation at 
their own expense.  If a licensee 
is a member of the Alabama 
Onsite Wastewater Association, 
they may be able to receive 
assistance regarding such 
matters.  The Administrative 
Hearing has an Administrative 
Hearing Officer that is retained 
through the Alabama Personnel 
Department or the Attorney 
General’s Office.  There is also 
a court reporter present.  The 
administrative complaint is 
heard by the hearing officer 
and the nine-member Alabama 
Onsite Wastewater Board.  
Once the hearing concludes, 
the hearing officer awaits the 
transcripts from the court 
reporter.  Once he receives the 
transcripts, he/she reviews the 
case again and writes a ruling 
and/or recommendation.  The 
licensee, attorney, and/or 
executive director are mailed 
a copy of the ruling and/or 
recommendation.  At the next 
quarterly board meeting, the 
board reviews the hearing 
officer’s recommendation and 
breaks off into an executive 
session to discuss each case.  
The board then votes on each 

News from the AOWB
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ADPH 
Announcements

case.  They will choose to either 
accept the hearing officer’s 
recommendation or make a 
recommendation of their own.  
They also have the option to 
add to the hearing officer’s 
recommendation.  

I encourage you all to visit our 
website for more information, 
such as forms, disciplinary 
actions, upcoming events and 
the roster.  If you discover your 
name is not listed on the roster, 
please contact the office as soon 
as possible.  

As always, if there is anything the 
AOWB administrative staff can 
assist you with, please feel free 
to contact us anytime!

Sincerely,

Melissa Hines 
Executive Director  
Alabama Onsite Wastewater 
Board 

Happy spring everyone!

The Alabama Department 
of Public Health, Bureau 
of Environmental Services, 
continues to serve the public 
by participating in various 
community events.  Most 
recently we assisted with the 
Lee County Tornado Disaster 
Relief efforts and served as a 
vendor at the Alabama Onsite 
Wastewater Association 2019 
Trade Show.  

We are also continuing to 
promote the importance 
of onsite sewage system 
maintenance by utilizing gas 
station toppers at gas stations 
throughout the state for 
educational purposes.  Most 
recently, onsite information was 
presented at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham’s career 
fair held in Montgomery.  

The Bureau is working toward 
unifying forms created locally 
by County Health Departments 
(CHD’s) into state issued forms.  
The unity of information given by 
local environmentalists will help 
the Bureau to move forward with 
implementing much needed 
changes throughout the state. 

The Bureau is also looking 
forward to making final reviews 
on our Onsite Sewage Treatment 
and Disposal Rules to address 
issues found within the current 
rule set.  This preliminary rule 
review by our staff will hopefully 
eliminate any grammatical and 
contradictory information found. 

Finally, the “Onsite Repair 
Protocol” has been implemented 
in those counties that had not 
previously been using the repair 
standards.  The Bureau’s goal is 
to have the CHD’s working under 
the same umbrella across the 
state; that objective should be 
met within the next few months 
with all counties operating under 
and using the same information.  

We are still a work in progress, 
as always, but we stand ready to 
assist in any way possible. 

Sincerely, 

 

Sherry Bradley 
Deputy Director, Bureau of 
Environment Services  
Alabama Department of  
Public Health 
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The Alabama Onsite Wastewater 
Association is pleased to announce the 
selection of the five recipients of the 
$1,000 college scholarship!  Though there 
were many impressive applications, the 
committee has recognized the five that 
stood out through exceptional academic 
achievement, leadership skills, and 
the goals and aspirations noted in their 
application letters. 

The 2019 recipients are: 

Mackenzie Brown - Citronelle, AL
Growing up with six siblings, Mackenzie Brown has 
developed a servant’s heart and a true desire to 
help people.  She has a passion for learning; and 
therefore, would like a career that will challenge 
her daily.  She plans to become a pharmacist and 
dreams of someday owning her own pharmacy, 
or teaching the next generation of pharmacists.   
“A good pharmacist has an everlasting impact 
on patients’ lives”, Mackenzie stated.  She has 
attended the University of South Alabama for 
the past three years and plans to attend Auburn 
University’s Harrison School of Pharmacy to earn 
her doctorate of Pharmacy.  She hopes that by 
earning this degree she can use her passion 
to impact the lives of the individuals she will 
encounter on a daily basis as a pharmacist. 

Hannah Grace Foster – Dothan, AL
Hannah Grace is a junior at Auburn University, 
majoring in Fitness and Conditioning with a minor 
in Coaching.  Throughout her career at Auburn 
she has had the opportunity to work with the 
wheelchair basketball team, soccer camps, and 
most recently with the City of Auburn’s Recreation 
travel soccer team, as a coach.  It is through these 
experiences Mackenzie has realized her desire 
to continue her education in the athletic training 
field.  She plans to use her degree to help athletes 
prevent injury through proper body mechanics.  
As the daughter of a single mother, attending 
college has certainly proven to be a financial 
hardship.  Hannah’s goal is to graduate in May 2020 
and pursue a career in the athletic training field.  
Hannah Grace is thankful to the AOWA for realizing 
that attending college is an expensive endeavor 
and for the opportunity to apply. 

Ray Walden – Scottsboro, AL
Ray Walden is currently a dual enrolled student at 
Northeast Alabama Community College, where he 
plans to attend full time after his graduation from 
high school.  He has already achieved and learned 
so much through his dual enrollment experience.  
Ray has not only worked hard academically, 
but has also worked alongside his dad in the 
septic tank business, learning how to build and 
form concrete tanks and install septic systems.  
Having this knowledge led Ray to pursue his 
associate’s degrees in Applied Science in Welding 
Technologies and Pre-Engineering.  He hopes 
to pursue a bachelor’s degree in Architectural 
Engineering after the completion of his associate’s 
degrees at NACC.  In the future, Ray would like to 
design and build structures using his education 
to understand the construction elements and 
architectural needs of the design. 

AOWA Scholarship Recipients Announced 



AOWA news  |  Spring 2019   19

AOWA Scholarship Recipients Announced 

Hannah Wheelis – Phenix City, AL
Hannah Wheelis has attended Chattahoochee 
Valley Community College for the past two 
years, working towards her goal of transferring to 
Auburn University to pursue a career as a Diabetes 
Educator. Hannah has experienced firsthand 
the impact   a diabetes educator can have on 
someone’s life.  She was diagnosed with Type I 
diabetes at the age of 12 and has had to learn, with 
the help of others, how to live with the disease.  As 
a past recipient of the AOWA scholarship, Hannah 
knows the impact this scholarship can have.  She is 
proud to continue her education and knows she will 
make a positive impact through her future career. 

Kayla Nicole Yarbrough – Madison, AL
Kayla Yarbrough will be a sophomore at Auburn 
University this fall.  She is working towards her 
bachelor’s degree in Industrial and Systems 
Engineering, and hopes to continue on to earn 
her master’s degree in Occupational Safety or 
Engineering Management.  She plans to pursue a 
career that will enable her to improve technologies 
to make life easier for others.  As one of three 
children, all close in age, financial aid is a necessity 
for Kayla.  Kayla received the AOWA scholarship in 
2018 and has realized what an impact those funds 
have had on reaching her goals of becoming an 
engineer. 
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AOWA Membership Benefits

“I joined AOWA 10 years ago after I saw the help they   
provided when I was called before the AOWB over a  
pumping issue. Now as a board member we are building  
on the 20-year legacy to help our industry grow. I am a  
level 2 installer and pumper with only 16 years of  
experience.”

Randy Anderson, AOWA Board, District 6

 “As District 9 Director, I am privileged to assist the industry in any   
way possible.” 
 
Bryan Connell, AOWA Board, District 9

“I have been involved with AOWA almost from its beginning.  We’ve seen a  
lot happen in our industry, mainly everyone going from certification to being  
licensed, then different levels of licenses.  The board has played a major role  
in legislation for this industry, as well as serving as a liaison between the 
health department and the AOWB. I look forward to watching it grow and 
become more professional.”

Brent Phillips, AOWA Board, District 1

“It is an honor to serve as the District 11 representative. I look  
forward to learning and working together with all other  
representatives to continue to promote a better future for our 
industry.”

Keith Turner, AOWA Board, District 11  



AOWA news  |  Spring 2019   21

1736 West 2nd Street •  Montgomery, AL 36106

General Liability • Workers Comp & Auto Insurance

Hablamos Español llama Para una cotizacion hoy!

PLEASE CALL STEVE MULLIS FOR A QUOTE TODAY!
(334) 356-2500

The Whitecotton Agency
is Now 

Starr Insurance Group, LLC

Same agency, New name
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PRESIDENT 
Alan Astin  
Davis Concrete  
P.O. Box 697 
Phenix City, AL 36868-0697 
Office (334) 298-4620 
Cell: (706) 442-6974 
davisconcrete1@att.net 

DISTRICT 3 
VACANT  

DISTRICT 9 
Bryan Connell 
Connell Septic Tank Service 
P.O. Box 230 
Milry, AL 36558 
Office: (251) 846-2610 
Cell: (251) 242-0597 
bryanconnell6172011@gmail.com 

AT LARGE 4 
Brent Bradshaw 
1514 Harris Rd. 
Elmore, AL 36025 
Cell (334) 657-0363 
Cell (334) 657-0438 
bskcsoilandseptic@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Dale Mask 
Dale’s Septic Service Inc. 
5151 Mt. Hebron Rd. 
Eclectic, AL 36024 
Home: (334) 857-3828 
dmask@windstream.net 

DISTRICT 4 
Ronda McMichael 
Wise Environmental Solutions 
Dba Annes Cans 
P.O. Box 1061 
Trussville, AL 35173 
Office: (205) 655-5546 
Cell: (256) 310-1940 
Ronda@wiseenviro.com 
Ronda@annescans.com 

DISTRICT 10 
Scott Ellenburg 
166 Ellenburg Drive, 
Suite 1 
Dothan, AL 36303 
Office: (334) 792-9546 
Cell: (334) 796-7019 
sre7019@gmail.com 

ADPH 
Matt Conner 
Alabama Dept of Public Health 
3060 Mobile Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36108 
Office (334) 293-6520 
Cell: (334) 462-5655 
Fax: (334) 293-6410 
matthew.conner@adph.state.al.us 

SECRETARY 
Derrick Hutchins 
Hutchins Backhoe and Septic 
2622 Goodwater Hwy 
Sylacauga, AL 35150 
Office (256) 404-5376 
Cell (256) 404-5376 
hutchinssepticservice@live.com 

DISTRICT 5 
Craig Gall 
Mitchell Concrete Specialties 
P. O. Box 36 
Saginaw, AL 35137 
Phone: (205) 663-3652 
craig@mitchellconcrete.net 

DISTRICT 11 
Keith Turner 
Allen's Septic Tank Service 
PO Box 756 
Citronelle, AL 36522 
Phone: (251) 895-7243 
allenturnerseptic@gmail.com 

ENGINEER 
Ben W. White, P.E.  
Engineering Coordinator North 
Baldwin Utilities 
25 Hand Avenue 
Bay Minette, AL 36507 
Office: (251) 580-1626 
Cell: (251) 331-1711 
BWhite@nbumail.com 

TREASURER 
Michael Dansby  
Alabama Dumpster  
P.O. Box 279 
Hope Hull, AL 36043 
Office: 334-288-1500 
Fax: (334) 265-5636 
Cell: (334) 558-3389 
mdansby@alabamadumpster.com 

DISTRICT 6 
Randy Anderson 
Mazama Services 
1009 West 34th St. Anniston, AL 
36201 
Office: (256) 831-7220 
Cell: (256) 477-0378 
randy@mazamaservices.com 

AT LARGE 1 
Chris Wells 
Wells Septic Tank, Inc  
21165 US-231 
Pell City, AL 35125 
Phone: (205) 338-8590 
wellsseptic@aol.com 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Charles Hall 
AOWA 
P.O. Box 10 
Lanett, AL 36863 
Phone: (334) 396-3434 
chall@asginfo.net 

DISTRICT 1 
Brent Phillips 
Phillips Environmental 
230 Co Rd 429 
Killen, AL 35645 
Home: (256) 757-3383 
phillipsbackho@aol.com 

DISTRICT 7 
David Mastin 
KESS Environmental Services 
LLC. 
2051 Cantelou Rd. 
Montgomery, AL 36108 
Cell: (334) 207-3525  
Davidmastin3@gmail.com  

AT LARGE 2 
Roger Youngblood 
Youngblood Enterprises 
P.O. Box 147 
Adamsville, AL 35005 
Office: (205) 674-5696 
Fax: (205) 674-5695 
Cell: (205) 966-2726 
Rogerdyoungblood@bellsouth.net 

TRAINING DIRECTOR 
Allen Tartt 
UWA Station 7 
Livingston, AL 35470-2099 
Office 205-652-3803 
Fax: (205) 652-3831 
Cell: (205) 213-1667 
atartt@uwa.edu 

DISTRICT 2 
Chris Gulley 
Gulley Construction 
119 Olcott Ave. 
Bridgeport, AL 35772 
Office: (256) 437-8691 
Cell: (256) 608-8771 
chris@gulleyconstructionllc.com 

DISTRICT 8 
Marc Geiger 
Geiger’s Backhoe & Septic 
881 Lee Rd. 375 
Valley, AL 36854 
Office: (334)749-9810 
Cell: (334) 559-5418 
gbss1121@att.net 

AT LARGE 3 
Terry White 
White Systems Inc. 
2300 18th St N. 
Bessemer, AL 35020 
Phone: (205) 425-3711 
whitesystemsinc@bellsouth.net 

2019 - 2020 






